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JEFF KOONS TO LECTURE AT THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

Jeff Koons is a person who is trying to lead art into the 21st century. — JefFKoons 

(Cleveland, OH) Provocative contemporary artist JefFKoons will speak about his work in a 
public lecture at the Cleveland Museum of Art at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, November 2, 1997. 
Koons's Gartner Auditorium appearance is co-sponsored by the museum and its affiliate group, 
the Contemporary Art Society of the Cleveland Museum of Art (CAS). Admission is $5 for the 
general public, $3 for students with ID (free to museum and CAS members). Tickets may be 
obtained beginning October 12 at the Museum Store or by mail with a check; remaining tickets 
will be available at the door beginning 2:30 p.m. the day of Koons's talk. 

“Koons is a talented mid-career artist who constantly pushes the envelope of public and 
critical opinion,” say Tom E. Hinson, CMA curator of contemporary art and photography. 
“Unlike many of today's artists who leave the interpretation of their work to others, Koons is 
tireless in explaining how and why he appropriates images for his own works of art — religious 
and popular icons, childhood toys and pets, and other material often held sacred in some way. 
His appearance at CMA should make for an interesting lecture and Q&A session!” 

In the mixed-media artist's own words in The Jeff Koons Handbook (Thames and 
Hudson, Anthony d'Offay Gallery, London): “The most memorable art and popular culture in 
my youth were Dali, the Beatles, my Saturday morning art class, television, and the objects I 
would see displayed in my father's showroom windows [Heniy J. Koons Interiors].” 
Recognizable in Koons's mature works are practical and luxury items ranging from vacuum 
cleaners to Baccarat crystal. His artistic products range from “collectible”-like multiples in 
print or sculptural media to a well-publicized 40-foot-tall Puppy made of flowering plants, 
timed and placed to draw maximum impact away from Documenta 9 (1992), an international 
survey of contemporary art in Kassel, Germany, that did not include him. The artist's own 
image is a recurring theme, in ad-like graphic works, in marble, and in critically rebuked 
images of sexual relations with his wife. 
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Koons was bom in York, Pennsylvania, in 1955. He attended the Maryland Institute 
College of Art in Baltimore and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago before receiving his 
B.F. A, from the Maryland Institute in 1 976. He has had numerous one-man gallery shows in 

the U.S. and Europe and a major international museum retrospective. 

* * 

CAS's main purposes are to encourage, support, and stimulate the collection and study 
of the contemporary' visual arts at CMA and among its members. Among its activities are 
lectures such as this by prominent contemporary artists. Major events in 1996 were 
appearances by Christo and Jeanne Claude and by Elizabeth Murray, plus a symposium on 
collecting contemporary' art which included internationally recognized speakers. CAS 
membership is open to all CMA members; for membership information, call the museum at 
216/421-7340. 
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